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Kings Links Golf Centre Kings Links Golf Centre

The North East’s largest golfing retail 
outlet, the Craig Group-owned Kings Links Golf 
Centre, has had a busy year as it took part in 
the region’s biggest ever golf and leisure show.

Held for the first time in Aberdeen, The 
European Golf and Leisure Show made its 
debut in 2010 at Aberdeen’s exhibition and 
conference centre.

Attracting hundreds of visitors from 
around Scotland, attendees 

were treated to a short 

GOLFER Richie ramsay had a bumper New 
Year with a major title under his belt and a brand 
new deal with Craig Group.

Hot on the heels of winning the South African 
Open in December, he was delighted to land a 
two-year sponsorship deal with Craig Group.

The Group considers the Aberdeen professional 
to be one of the brightest stars in the golfing 
world today and is pleased to assist the talented 
sportsman with ongoing training and competition 
demands.

Speaking on his continued commitment to Richie, 
Douglas Craig, Managing Director, said: “We 
see Richie as one of the Europe’s most talented 
golfers and we are delighted to be able to support 
him into the next phase of his career.

“His ongoing commitment to a tough training 
schedule as well as his dedication to the sport 
means that the partnership between Craig Group 
and Richie has exceeded our expectations and has 
rewarded our investment in him.

“Richie is a tremendous role model for all young 
athletes in the North East and we consider our 

With a busy year ahead, Scott Henderson has 
been keeping in shape by going to the gym and 
making use of the excellent facilities at the Kings 
Links Golf Centre in Aberdeen.  Using the modern 
sheltered driving ranges over the winter months 
has meant that he has managed to keep his form 
and maintain a healthy appetite for competition 
in 2010.

Recently returning from a trip to Spain, where he 
trained with Paul Lawrie and two young hopefuls 
from Lawrie’s golfing foundation, Scott said that a 
large part of his winter training schedule is aimed 
at practicing some of the ‘golf basics’.

He said:  “I am incredibly lucky that I can make 
use of the great facilities at Kings Links as it 
means that I make use of the on-site expertise 
and feedback from players including director of 
golf Paul Girvan.” 

Supported by crucial sponsorship from the Kings 
Links Golf Centre, next on the agenda for Scott is 
the Excel golf tour. This is a series of small warm-
up events aimed at providing golfers with some 
competitive time on the course at the beginning 
of the season.  He will then take part in the Tartan 
Tour that starts in April. 

He said: “The Tartan Tour allows me to get back 
to my roots and play on some of Scotland’s great 
courses.  It also means that I can stay competitive 
and identify any areas of my game where I need 
to improve.”

Towards the end of the year Scott will be taking 
part in “Q school” which will help him on his way to 
obtaining that all important European tour card.”

game area, hosted by Kings Links Golf Centre, 
with some of the centre’s top professionals on 
hand to give tips to budding golfers.

Kings Links Golf Centre makes 
big impression at European 
Golf and Leisure Show
Event held for the first time in Aberdeen

As the only golf outlet in the North East to 
provide the YES Putter Custom-Fit Service, 
visitors to the Kings Links Stand were able 
to get some first class fitting services from 
the expert YES putter staff who attended the 
show.

In April, the Kings Links held its annual demo 
day, its biggest ever, aimed at giving clients 
a “try before you buy” service that included 
options to try out golfing equipment from 
nine leading golf manufacturers such as 
Taylormade, Ping and Nike.

The YES Putter Custom fit service has been 
added to an already extensive range of 
custom-fit services that includes Callaway 
Opti-Fit, Taylormade Select Fit, Titleist 
Sure Fit and the Nike 360 Complete Fitting 
System.

Paul Girvan, Director of Golf at Kings Links, 
said: “Custom-fitting is one of the core 
services offered at the Kings Links Centre.  
We are unique to the North East in delivering 
this feature for golfers which can play a huge 
part in enhancing a player’s game.   The 
custom fitting process is a cost effective way 
for golfers to make an informed choice on 

equipment before they make any financial 
investment.”

Kings Links Golf Centre boasts an award-
winning 3000 sq ft superstore that stocks 

everything for the beginner as well as the 
seasoned golfer.

The Centre has continued to increase its 
supplies to include all the latest golfing 
technology and clothing lines.

Paul continues: “With the speed at which 
golfing technology moves it is important 
that our customers have access to the 
latest equipment to maximise their game.

“What we are achieving at the Centre with 
our custom-fitting service and demo days 
is to provide clients with an opportunity 
to access the latest in golfing trends and 
the most technically advanced equipment.  
Our highly trained golf retail staff are 
always on hand to help with the decision-
making process.”

sponsorship an investment in the future, not 
only of Richie and his talents, but also of future 
generations of golfing talent in Scotland.”

The partnership follows on from Craig Group’s 
original two year commitment as one of the 
golfer’s key sponsors in 2007 when he turned 
professional.

Ramsay’s career has gone from strength 
to strength since winning the US Amateur 
Championships in 2006. Once turning 
professional he has quickly risen through the 
ranks, securing his Challenge Tour card in 2008.

He also won his playing rights for the second 
season on the European Tour last year following 
a solid performance on home soil at the Alfred 
Dunhill Links Championship in October 2009, 
where he finished fourth.

However, winning the South African Open was a 
dream come true for the 26-year-old Aberdonian 
golfing ace.  He secured the title with a triumphant 
win over Indian Shiv Kapur in a play-off at Pearl 
Valley Estates in December 2009.

Ramsay entered the event ranked at 240th in the 

world and emerged as the first Scot to take the 
title in over 100 years.

The mighty win secured Richie a tour exemption 
that will last until the end of 2011.

Thrilled by the achievement, Richie is now 
determined to show that his title success is not a 
one-off and is hoping to continue his winning this 
year on Tour.

Said Richie: “The sponsorship from the Craig 
Group has been very important to me and I really 
appreciate their support through the early stages 
of my professional career. With their help I was 
able to concentrate on my golf and I am delighted 
to have rewarded their faith in me by winning in 
South Africa.”

Healthy start to 
Scott’s season

Craig Group continues to 
put faith in golfing ace

Kings Links Golf Centre 
houses the largest stock 
of golf clubs in the North 
East of Scotland

“Winning the South 
African Open was a  
dream come true.”

Pictured, from left, 
Director of Golf 

Paul Girvan with 
PGA Professionals 
Scott Henderson, 
and Steven Craig.

Richie Ramsay 
shows his South 
African Open medal 
to Douglas Craig, 
MD Craig Group.

PGA Professional 
Scott Henderson.

Practice bays at Kings 
Links Golf Centre.

Paul Girvan at the Custom-fit service at King’s Links.

Richie Ramsay

Keeping on top of game
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Group news

Craig Group Contacts	 www.craig-group.com

HEAD OFFICE
Craig Group Ltd
12 Queens Road, Aberdeen, 
AB15 4ZT, Scotland, UK
T: 	 +44 (0) 1224 261400 (24hr)
F: 	 +44 (0) 1224 261401
E: 	 info@craig-group.com

North Star Shipping Ltd
12 Queens Road, Aberdeen, 
AB15 4ZT, Scotland, UK
T: 	 +44 (0) 1224 261400 (24hr)
F: 	 +44 (0) 1224 261410
E: 	 north.star@craig-group.com

Grampian Sea Fishing Ltd
Greenhill Road, Peterhead, 
AB42 1DQ, Scotland, UK
T: 	 +44 (0) 1779 475285
F: 	 +44 (0) 1779 470211
E: 	 gsf@craig-group.com

Craig International Supplies Ltd
Denmore Road, Bridge of Don, 
AB23 8JW, Scotland, UK 
T: 	 +44 (0) 1224 701888
F: 	 +44 (0) 1224 701880
E: 	 cis@craig-group.com

CIS Inc
c/o Panalpina Inc, 19409 Kenswick 
Drive, Humble, Houston, TX 77338, USA
T: 	 +1 (281) 964 4362
F: 	 +1 (281) 964 4853
E: 	 cis.houston@craig-group.com

Craig Group Leisure Ltd
12 Queens Road, Aberdeen, 
AB15 4ZT, Scotland, UK
T: 	 +44 (0) 1224 261000
F: 	 +44 (0) 1224 261401
E: 	 leisure@craig-group.com

CIS (Pty) Ltd
Unit 1, Corner 1st and 4th Street, 
Montague Gardens, 7441 Cape Town
T:  +27 (21) 552 9445
F:  +27 (21) 552 9523
E:  cis.southafrica@craig-group.com

Kings Links Golf Centre
Golf Road, Aberdeen, 
AB24 1RZ, Scotland, UK 
T: 	+44 (0) 1224 641577 
F:	 +44 (0) 1224 639410 
E: 	 info@kings-links.com

School children 
from across Aberdeen 
are to perform alongside 
professional opera singers 
from Scottish Opera this year, 
supported by a donation from 
Craig Group.

As part of the sponsorship, 
Scottish Opera kindly agreed to an innovative 
collaboration with Robert Gordon’s College in 
Aberdeen. Together, they will stage a concert 
featuring more than 300 school pupils from 
across the city.

Scottish Opera has specially produced the 
unique concert – Sounds of Singing – which is 
being staged at Robert Gordon’s College and will 
involve 150 of the school’s pupils along with 190 
youngsters from other schools in Aberdeen.

Douglas Craig said: “This is an exciting and 
educational event for the children involved 
and a unique event for Aberdeen. Part of our 
sponsorship donation will go towards the costs 
involved in organising the concert while the rest 
will support Scottish Opera – a vibrant company 
that we’re proud to be associated with.”

Staff raise thousands
for charity

Sponsorship 
sings all the way!

BIG-HEARTED staff are as busy as ever doing 
their part to help charities get the much needed 
funds they deserve.

Craig Group workers did themselves proud by 
raising money for their chosen charities over the 
course of the year.

Brave Anne Mearns, a training officer with 
Crewing Services Aberdeen, based at Craig 
Group’s headquarters, faced a dark night in June 
last year when she set off  on the Moonlight 
Prowl event which saw 1,500 women walk 
through the streets of Fraserburgh to raise 
money for breast cancer research, a disease 
which affects one in nine women in the UK alone.

Now in its fourth year, the local event has 
raised nearly a quarter of a million pounds 
for the breast cancer unit at Aberdeen Royal 
Infirmary. The money has also helped fund 
four groundbreaking breast cancer studies in 
a unique partnership with Aberdeen’s Rowett 
Research Institute and Aberdeen University.

Anne was delighted by the generosity and 
support given from colleagues and friends at 
Craig Group.

Meanwhile CIS came up trumps again for Children 
in Need. Staff put their heads together and raised 
money through baking, playing a competition on 
the Wii, Twister, holding raffles, bingo and a guess 
a baby competition.

Pain was no obstacle for Steve McHardy, a buyer 
at Craig International Supplies, Aberdeen, who 
faced a fierce leg-wax all for a good cause. Steve 
raised a fantastic £500 for Action for Children, a 
local charity which helps neglected children who 
miss out on basic but essential everyday things we 
take for granted in life.

Also Dave Bissmire, CIS’s IT Manager put his 
running shoes into action and completed the 
Aviemore half marathon to raise cash for Help the 
Heroes.

Determined to raise valuable funds for the armed 
forces charity that provides assistance to injured 
personnel returning from conflict zones, he 
completed the course in an amazing two hours 
and 33 minutes!

Dave’s worthy efforts raised £870 for the charity 
and £130 for Badaguish Centre. 

He thanked everyone at Craig Group who helped 
him achieve this super result.

Anne Mearns, left, with her sister on the Moonlight 
Prowl.

Dave Bissmire 
of CIS delighted 
after completing 
the Aviemore half 
marathon.




